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Eladio B. Bobadilla 
Department of History, Duke University 

Box 90719 
Durham, NC 27708 

919-904-3801 
eladio.bobadilla@duke.edu 

http://sites.duke.edu/eladiobobadilla  
 
EDUCATION:  

• Duke University, PhD defended April 2019 (to be conferred May 2019) 
o Major field: United States History (advised by Dr. Nancy MacLean) 
o Field of specialization: Latinx History (advised by Dr. Sarah Deutsch) 
o Minor field: History of Modern Mexico (advised by Dr. Jocelyn Olcott) 
o Additional committee members: Dr. Gunther Peck, Dr. Adriane Lentz-

Smith, Dr. Max Krochmal (Texas Christian University), Dr. Paul Kramer 
(Vanderbilt University) 

o Dissertation: “‘One People without Borders’: The Lost Roots of the 
Immigrants’ Rights Movement, 1954-2006,” supervised by Dr. Nancy 
MacLean 

• Weber State University, Bachelor of Integrated Studies (BIS), magna cum laude, 2012 
o Concentrations: History, English, and International Politics  

 
TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS: 

• United States history 
• Chicanx and Latinx history 
• Immigration history 
• Ethnic and working-class history 
• Civil and human rights history 
• Oral history 
• Social movements history 
• Intellectual history 

 
MAJOR FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, AND HONORS: 

• Gilder Lehrman Scholarly Fellowship, The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History (GLIAH), 2018 

• Graduate Fellowship, Kenan Institute for Ethics (KIE), Duke University, 2017-2018 
• PhD Lab in Digital Knowledge Fellowship, Franklin Humanities Institute (FHI), 

Duke University, 2015-2016 and 2017-2018 
• Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory (HASTAC) 

Scholar Fellowship, 2017-2018 
• Bass Instructional Fellowship, Duke University, 2017-2018 
• Ottis Green Fellowship in the Humanities and Social Sciences, Duke University 

2017-2018 
• John Higham Research Fellowship, Organization of American Historians (OAH), 

2017 
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• George E. Pozzetta Dissertation Award, Immigration and Ethnic History Society 
(IEHS), 2017 

• Mellon Fellowship for Dissertation Research in Original Sources, Council on Library 
and Information Resources (CLIR), 2016 

• Winner, AHA Today Blog Contest, 2015 
• Dean’s Graduate Fellowship, Duke University, 2013-2018 
• Department and College Outstanding Graduate, Weber State University, 2012 
• Crystal Crest Scholar of the Year, Weber State University, 2012 

 
TRAVEL AND RESEARCH GRANTS: 

• Jerry Bentley World History Travel Grant, American Historical Association (AHA), 
2019. 

• William and Madeline Welder Smith Research Travel Award, Dolph Briscoe Center 
for American History, University of Texas-Austin, 2018 

• Albert J. Beveridge Grant for Research in the History of the Western Hemisphere, 
American Historical Association (AHA), 2018 

• Anne Firor Scott Merit Award, History Department and Department of Women’s 
Studies, Duke University, 2014, 2016, and 2018 

• Trennert-Iverson Conference Scholarship, Western Historical Association (WHA), 
2016 

• Ernestine Friedl Research Award, Women’s Studies Department, Duke University, 
2016 

• Moody Research Grant, Lyndon B. Johnson Foundation, 2016 
• Research Travel Grant, Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation, 2016 
• Aleane Webb Dissertation Research Award, Duke University, 2016 
• Theodore M. Hesburgh Research Travel Grant, University of Notre Dame, 2016 
• President’s Graduate Student Travel Grant, Pacific Coast Branch-AHA, 2015 
• Civil Rights Summer Research Grant, Franklin Humanities Institute, Duke 

University, 2014 
• Sam Fishman Travel Grant, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University, 2014 

 
TEACHING AND ADVISING EXPERIENCE: 

• Instructor, “Thinking and Writing about Sports in American History and Culture,” 
Duke University, spring 2019 

• Graduate Adviser/Project Manager, Story+ Program, Student Action with 
Farmworkers (SAF), Franklin Humanities Institute, Duke University, summer 2018 

• Instructor, “Latinx Histories,” Duke University, spring 2018 
• Graduate Adviser/Mentor, Duke History Revisited Project, Duke University, 

summer 2017 
• Teaching Assistant, “American Dreams, American Realities,” for Dr. Gerald Wilson, 

Duke University, fall 2015 
• Upward Bound Instructor, Weber State University, 2012 
• Writing Consultant, Online Tutoring Manager, Director of Web and Social Media, 

and Developmental Writing Instructor, Weber State University, 2011-2012 
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PUBLICATIONS: 
 
“‘Something Was Lost’: Segregation, Integration, and Black Memory in the Texas Golden 
Triangle,” currently in review for publication in Civil Rights in Black and Brown: Oral Histories of 
the Liberation Struggles in Texas, eds. Max Krochmal and Todd Moye (manuscript in progress 
for University of Texas Press). 
 
“Immigration Policy, Mexican Americans, and Undocumented Immigrants, 1954-Present,” 
History Now, no. 52 (Fall 2018). 
 
“Duke Is Getting Koch Money: That Should Worry You,” The (Duke) Chronicle, September 
24, 2018. 
 
“Key Findings: What History Reveals about Wise Immigration Policy,” Policy Brief for the 
Scholars Strategy Network, August 22, 2018. 
 
“Creating a Humanitarian Crisis—While Ignoring U.S. History,” The (Durham) Herald-Sun, 
June 20, 2018. 
 
“‘No Time Like the Present’: AHA18 and Life Under Trump,” Perspectives on History, 56, no. 
2 (February 2018). 
 
“Teaching History in the Age of Trump,” Immigration and Ethnic History Newsletter, 49, no. 2 
(Winter 2017). 
 
“‘It’s Giving Back to the Community’: Historians of Race and Ethnicity Should Take Sports 
Seriously,” blog for the Immigration and Ethnic History Society (IEHS), November 3, 2017. 
 
“The ‘Alt-Right’: We Need Courage and Truth, Not False Equivalencies,” Common Dreams, 
September 10, 2017.  
 
“Don’t End DACA, Pass Comprehensive Reform,” op-ed in The (Durham) Herald-Sun, 
September 8, 2017. 
 
“‘What It Means to Be a Citizen’: Student Veterans in History Classrooms,” Perspectives on 
History, no. 55, no. 1 (January 2017). 
 
“The United States Doesn’t Have an Official Language,” In Contemporary Issues for People of 
Color: Surviving and Thriving in the U.S. Today, vol. 4, Immigration and Migration (Santa 
Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2016). 
 
“Responding to Resistance: Faculty and Administrators of Color Analyze Student Protest at 
the Annual Meeting,” Perspectives on History, 54, no. 2 (February 2016).  
 
“The GOP’s Suicidal Politics,” op-ed in the Raleigh News and Observer, November 6, 2015. 
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“Journey into an Undocumented Past” Blog Series, AHA Today, American Historical 
Association (AHA), summer 2015. 
 
Immigration Section, “The Recent Past,” The American Yawp (collaborative online history 
textbook), 2014. 
 
“Industrial Commission Losses Will Hurt Workers,” op-ed in the Raleigh News and Observer, 
August 13, 2014. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  
 
“The New Ellis Island and the New Nativism: The Roots and Consequences of California’s 
Proposition 187,” American Historical Association (AHA) Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, 
January 6, 2019. 
 
“For Us, There Are No More Back Doors”: Latinos after California’s Proposition 187,” 
American Studies Association (ASA) Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 11, 2018. 
 
Panelist for roundtable discussion on Citizen Outsider: Children of North African Immigrants in 
France, Samuel DuBois Cook Center on Social Equity, Duke University, October 24, 2018. 
 
Panelist for roundtable discussion on “Student Perspectives on Diversity on Campus,” 
BRIDGES Conference: An Academic Leadership Program for Women, Chapel Hill, NC, 
September 8, 2018. 
 
“Immigration Policy in the 20th Century United States: Failures, Unintended Consequences, 
and Lessons Learned,” Kenan Institute for Ethics (KIE) Annual Workshop, Duke 
University, April 30, 2018. 
 
“‘What It Means to Be a Citizen’: Veterans in the History Classroom,” American Historical 
Association (AHA) Annual Meeting (solicited panel), Washington, DC, January 5, 2018. 
 
Panelist for roundtable discussion on Dream Hoarders: How the American Upper Middle Class Is 
Leaving Everyone Else in the Dust, Why That Is a Problem, and What to Do About It (with author 
Dr. Richard V. Reeves), Samuel DuBois Cook Center on Social Equity, Duke University, 
October 26, 2017. 
 
“DACA and DREAMers in Historical Context” (invited talk), Duke University School of 
Medicine, September 26, 2017. 
 
“‘Our Own People’: Chicanos, Immigrants, and the UFW’s ‘Wet Line,’” Organization of 
American Historians (OAH) Annual Meeting (solicited panel), New Orleans, LA, April 7, 
2017. 
 
“Encuentros: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the Creation of a Chicano-
Mexicano Political Consciousness,” Annual Conference of the Western Historical 
Association (WHA), St. Paul, MN, October 22, 2016. 
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Panelist for roundtable discussion on “How I Write: The Versatile Scholar/Writing Beyond 
the Academy,” Thompson Writing Program, Duke University, September 20, 2016.  
 
“The United Farm Workers and the Immigrant Question,” North Carolina State University 
Graduate Student History Conference, Raleigh, NC, April 2, 2016. 
 
 “Narratives of Experience,” (discussant), Duke University History Department Graduate 
Conference, Durham, NC, March 4, 2016. 
 
“Our Own People: Chicanos and Immigrants in the 1970s,” Sal Castro Memorial 
Conference on the Emerging Historiography of the Chicano Movement, UC Santa Barbara, 
February 16, 2016. 
 
Invited panelist for roundtable discussion on “War and Peace: Latino Service Members since 
the Civil War,” Durham (NC) County Library, November 11, 2015. 
 
“‘A Loaded Gun Pointed at Our Heads’: Chicanos and Undocumented Immigrants Respond 
to the Carter Immigration Plan,” Duke University History Department Graduate 
Conference, Durham, NC, October 16, 2015. 
 
“A Shameful Betrayal: The UFW, Undocumented Immigrants, and the Collapse of the Farm 
Worker Movement,” Pacific Coast Branch, American Historical Association (BCB-AHA) 
Annual Meeting, Sacramento, CA, August 6, 2015. 
 
“Caribbean Migration: Latino Perspectives,” The Consortium in Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies Conference, Duke University and the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, February 13, 2015. 
 
RESEARCH AND POLICY EXPERIENCE: 

• Policy Expert on Immigration, Scholars Strategy Network (SSN), 2018-present 
• Research Assistant for Dr. Nancy MacLean, History Department, Duke University, 

2015-2018 
• Research Assistant for Dr. Gunther Peck, The Samuel DuBois Cook Center on 

Social Equity, Duke University, 2017 
• Research Assistant for the Civil Rights in Black and Brown (CRBB) Oral History 

Project, Texas Christian University (supervised by Dr. Max Krochmal), summer 2016 
• Research Assistant for Dr. Paul Kramer, History Department, Vanderbilt University, 

2015 
 
SERVICE:  

• Emerging Professionals Committee Member, Oral History Association (OHA), 
2018-present 

• Graduate School Board of Visitors Member (GBOV), Duke University, 2015-2018 
• Inclusion and Diversity Committee Chair, Graduate Student Association (GSA), 

Department of History, Duke University, spring 2018 
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• Graduate Student Association (GSA) Chair, Department of History, Duke 
University, spring 2017 

• North Carolina History Day Judge, 2015-2017 
• Graduate Faculty Committee Representative, Department of History, Duke 

University, 2016-2017 
• Graduate School Liaison for Veterans Advisory Committee, Duke University, 2015 
• External Review Committee Member, Department of History, Duke University, 

2015 
• Instructor of English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), El Centro Hispano, 

Durham, NC, 2014  
 
LANGUAGES AND OTHER QUALIFICATIONS:  

• Spanish (native-level speaking, reading, and writing) 
• French (intermediate-level speaking, reading, and writing) 
• Trained in oral history methods  
• Trained in digital history methods 
• Proficient in HTML/CSS 
• Certificate in College Teaching (CCT): all courses on pedagogy, reflections, and 

teaching observation completed. 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS: 

• American Historical Association (AHA) 
• Organization of American Historians (OAH) 
• American Studies Association (ASA) 
• Immigration and Ethnic History Society (IEHS) 
• Labor and Working Class Historical Association (LAWCHA) 
• Western Historical Association (WHA) 
• Oral History Association (OHA) 
• The Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations (SHAFR) 
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REFERENCES 
 
Letter Writers: 
 
Dr. Nancy MacLean 
Professor of History and Public Policy, Duke University 
114 Campus Dr. 
334 Carr Bldg. (East Campus) 
Durham, NC 27708 
919-681-6366 
nancy.maclean@duke.edu 
 
Dr. Sarah Deutsch 
Professor of History and Women’s Studies, Duke University 
114 Campus Dr. 
326 Carr Bldg.  (East Campus) 
Durham, NC 27708 
919-684-2602 
sarah.deutsch@duke.edu 
 
Dr. Gunther Peck 
Associate Professor of History and Public Policy, Duke University 
114 Campus Dr. 
308 Carr Bldg. (East Campus) 
Durham, NC 27708 
919-668-5297 
peckgw@duke.edu 
 
Other References: 
 
Dr. Paul A. Kramer 
Associate Professor of History, Vanderbilt University 
225 Benson Hall 
2301 Vanderbilt Place, PBM 351802 
Nashville, TN 37235 
615-322-2600 
paul.a.kramer@vanderbilt.edu 
 
Dr. Max Krochmal 
Associate Professor of History and Director of Comparative Race and Ethnic Studies, Texas 
Christian University 
Reed Hall 328 
Scharbauer Hall 2017 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
817-257-7315 
m.krochmal@tcu.edu 
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Dr. Adriane Lentz-Smith 
Associate Professor of History, Duke University 
114 Campus Dr.  
320 Carr Bldg. (East Campus) 
Durham, NC 27708 
919-684-2837 
adriane.lentz-smith@duke.edu 
 
Dr. Susan Matt 
Presidential Distinguished Professor of History, Weber State University 
3848 Harrison Blvd. 
Social Sciences Bldg. 234 
Ogden, UT 84408 
801-626-7325 
smatt@weber.edu 
 
Dr. Jocelyn Olcott 
Associate Professor of History, Duke University 
114 Campus Dr. 
201 Carr Bldg. (East Campus) 
Durham, NC 27708 
919-668-5298 
olcott@duke.edu 
 
Dr. Gerald Wilson 
Senior Associate Dean, Trinity College, Duke University 
04 Allen Bldg. 
421 Chapel Dr. 
Durham, NC 27708 
919-684-2865 
gerald.wilson@duke.edu  
 


